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The first use of the term cryptograph (as opposed to cryptogram) dates back to the 19th centurya€”it
originated in The Gold-Bug, a novel by Edgar Allan Poe.. Until modern times, cryptography referred almost
exclusively to encryption, which is the process of converting ordinary information (called plaintext) into
unintelligible form (called ciphertext).

Cryptography - Wikipedia

Public-key cryptography, or asymmetric cryptography, is a cryptographic system that uses pairs of keys:
public keys which may be disseminated widely, and private keys which are known only to the owner. The
generation of such keys depends on cryptographic algorithms based on mathematical problems to produce
one-way functions.Effective security only requires keeping the private key private; the ...
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